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is said to have been mortally wounded in attempting to
rescue Sita from Ravana.1

Rama crossed the Kaveri at Ramanathapura, Hassan
district, and later, when he returned in triumph with his
rescued wife, they passed through Avani and Nandi in the
Kolar district. Avani was supposed to be the birthplace,
during Sita's banishment, of her twin sons. Rama, Sita
and Lakshmana are also said to have visited Melkote
during their fourteen-year wanderings; the chief image
there is known still as Rama's Loved One.

The early history depends on literary evidence:' litera-
ture' often little more than empty and extravagant praise
of rulers who had passed away. Of these praises the
following are worth quoting. Of a Ganga king, who lived
about A.D. 903, it is written: * His lotus feet were per-
petually scarred by the rubbing of the jewels in the rows
of the crowns of kings, bowing for ever at his feet.' The
epitaph to King Somesvara (A.D. 1257) 'ends with praises
to the effect that, standing on one leg, with head bowed in
submission, he seemed to be doing penance; while his
three wives excited the astonishment of all the wives in
the world by waving the heads he had cut off as an
arati (offering) around him'. (K.P. 9.)

Of Deva-Raya II, of Vijayanagar, it was said that 'the
sun was but a spark of the great fire of his valour, and
the Milk Ocean but a drop of the nectar of his fame'.

Many of the inscriptions are labyrinths of genealogy,
with only broken clues to guide us through them.

We get glimpses of victorious chieftains who swept

1 Not far from this hill, Mr, Rice, in 1892, discovered the edicts
of Asoka, 'the oldest authentic inscriptions fotujd in South India.
. . , Indeed, no older ones have come to light anywhere in India,*
adds Mr. Rice,